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the 18th June, he occupied Hamadan1 without meeting with any
opposition, the Turkish commander and the garrison having hurriedly
retreated to Sinandij and thence to Baghdad. Nadir remained for
a month at Hamadan, during which time detachments of his army
reoccupied the province of Ardalan and regained Kirmanshah. On the
ist Muharram, 1143 (i7th July), he left Hamadan with the object of
driving the Turks out of Adharbaijan.2
Meanwhile, news of Nadir's aggressive movements had reached
Constantinople, and on the 24th July the Porte formally declared war on
Persia. Notwithstanding this declaration of war and the extensive
preparations that were being made, Ibrahim Pasha, the pacific Grand
Vizier, sent an envoy to the Shah to urge the latter to accept the
treaty signed on his behalf by Rida Quli Khan. Simultaneously, Ibrahim
Pasha sent orders to Ahmad Pasha of Baghdad to make every effort to
arrive at an understanding with Persia.3 These attempts. to achieve a
peaceful settlement were frustrated by Nadir's vigorous offensive measures.
Marching via Sinandij (where he received word from Husain Sultan of
Ashraf s death),4 Nadir sought to attack a strong Turkish concentration
of troops5 at Miyanduab, between Dimdim and Maragha. The Turks,
according to Mirza Mahdi, set out from Miyanduab to oppose him, but,
on sighting his forces, fled towards Maragha before a shot had been fired*
He pursued the Turks for over 20 miles, killing and capturing large
numbers and seizing all their artillery and baggage.6 In consequence
of this success, the districts of Dimdim, Saujbulagh, Mukri and Maragha
were restored to Persia.
After spending two days at Maragha, Nadir marched north-eastwards
towards Deh Khariqan, a village near the shore of Lake Urumiya, where
there was a small Turkish force. These Turks retreated to Tabriz,
where a serious mutiny broke out almost immediately after their arrival.
Many Turkish officers were killed by the mutineers, who then expelled
the loyalists, under Mustafa Pasha, the commander-in-chief. On the
morning after the disturbance, the Turkish mutineers marched out of the
city, and both they and the loyal Turks were attacked by Nadir's forces.
While the mutineers escaped to Erzeroum, Mustafa Pasha and his men
were routed near Suhailan, between Tabriz and Sufian,7
1 T.N., p. 78,
8 IUd.f p. 78.   Before leaving Hamadan, Nadir took a/izJ or augury from IJafiz; this/flJ turned
out to be very apt, for it read:  ' Iraq va Fays girifti bi-shi'r-i-khush Jfafi?, bi-a Mh naubat-i-
Baghdad va vaqt-i-Tabriz ast.   " Thou hast taken 'Iraq and Fars TOth thy fine poetry,
Hafiz ; come, for it is (now) the turn of Baghdad and of Tabriz/'
* See'Lord Kinnoull's despatch of the 24th July/4th August, S.P. 97, Vol. XXVI.
4 See p. 45 above.
1 The local garrison had been reinforced by the arrival of strong contingents under Timur Pasha,,
the Governor of Van, and 'Ali Rida Pasha, the Governor of Mukri.
« T.N., p. 79,	*	7 Ibid., p. 80.
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